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Chedondo misguided 

Major General Martin Chedondo has 

once again hit the headlines for the 

wrong reasons. During a battlefield 

training exercise in Mutoko held on the 

8th of May 2012, Chedondo misguidedly 

told more than 3000 soldiers from 2 

Brigade that the military must be al-

lowed to participate in national politics 

before calling on them to support ZANU 

PF.  

‘As soldiers we will never be apolo-

getic for supporting ZANU PF be-

cause it is the only party that has 

public interests at heart...We can-

not be seen supporting a political 

party that is going against the ide-

als of a nation, which came by as a 

result of a liberation struggle, 

which saw many of the country’s 

sons and daughters losing their 

lives. As soldiers we must support 

ideologies that we subscribe to, I 

for one will not apologetic for sup-

porting ZANU PF because I was part 

of the liberation struggle,’ said Che-

dondo.  

Chedondo‟s utterances, though regret-

table, are reflective of the general feel-

ing among military personnel including 

Police Commissioner, Augustine Chihuri, 

Head of Prison Services, Paradzai Zim-

ondi and head of the Zimbabwe De-

fence Forces, General Constantine Chi-

wenga who have, often times pledged 

allegiance to ZANU PF.   Civil society or-

ganisations and the pro- democracy 

movement at large have demanded se-

curity sector reforms ahead of any elec-

toral process as such perceptions are an 

affront to the citizens‟ right to self de-

termination and detrimental to the hold-

ing of a democratic plebiscite. In 2008, 

after the Movement for Democratic 

Change (MDC) won the Parliamentary 

elections and first round of the Presi-

dential vote, military personnel were 

deployed to communities to intimidate 

and harass communities to vote for 

ZANU PF‟s ailing leader, President Rob-

ert Mugabe. The violence unleashed by 

the military and quasi- military groups 

led to the death of an estimated 150 

people according to the MDC.  

That ZANU PF was behind the gruesome 

murders of MDC supporters was con-

firmed by political flip flopper and mem-

ber of the party‟s politburo, Jonathan 

Moyo who wrote in an article, 

„The fact that political violence 

reared its ugly head between April 

and June 2008 had nothing to do 

with any gap in the constitution. 

Without justifying that unaccepta-

ble and unrepeatable violence, it is 

a fact that it was provoked by the 

politicisation and internationalisa-

tion of our electoral process...’ 

 ZANU PF used securocrats to instigate 

this violence referred to by Moyo result-
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ing in the withdrawal of MDC Presidential candidate, Morgan Tsvangirai from the 

race. In a publication produced by MDC titled, Footprints of Abuse, the political 

party named military personnel involved in the reign of terror including Chedondo 

who was leading the campaign in Marondera Central district on behalf of ZANU PF. 

Such is not defending the country but fuelling divisions and abhorrence among 

Zimbabweans.  

The mission of the Defence Forces, according to its website, is; „to defend the sov-

ereignty, territorial integrity and national interests of the Republic of Zimbabwe 

and contribute to international peace and stability‟. The extract above clearly 

shows that the defence forces are there to protect national interests, which are de-

fined by citizens and not by political players or the military themselves. By publicly 

supporting ZANU PF and using state resources to entrench President Mugabe‟s rule 

by unleashing a reign of terror, the defence forces are negating their responsibility 

of protecting the people of Zimbabwe and disregarding both the constitution and 

the Defence Forces Act. If anything, the likes of Chedondo should be arrested for 

causing disharmony and encouraging a civil war in the country.  

Well meaning bodies and individuals both locally and internationally including The 

Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) should ensure the end of such 

attacks on democracy by reigning in such errant army officials who are intimidat-

ing well meaning soldiers into using state resources to abuse the very people they 

are supposed to protect. President Mugabe‟s continued calls for elections are 

premature considering that securocrats remain unrepentant. In the event that the 

country goes for an election under the prevailing environment, the outcome, as in 

2008 will be pre- determined. 

„Elections in Zimbabwe have become a mere concession to pressure to de-

mocratise, a gross form of lip- service to democracy characterised by the 

ZANU PF regime’’s use of authoritarian tactics, violence and intimidation 

to coerce the electorate to support it. ... through the use of the military, 

ZANU PF has perfected the art of taking citizens of Zimbabwe through pe-

riodic ‘choice- less’ elections where violence and intimidation play a deci-

sive role in determining election processes and outcomes.’ 

Excerpt from the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition publication, ‘The Military Factor in 

Zimbabwe’s Political and Electoral Affairs’ 

Civil society organisations, in an election roadmap developed in 2011 recommend-

ed that, 
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 Senior security and military structures in SADC and AU immediately engage the 

Zimbabwean security sector to establish a firm agreement and re-assurance on 

its constitutional role before, during and after elections. 

 All military and security operatives currently deployed across the country be re-

called immediately to the barracks and be confined there. 

 All Security Chiefs must respect results of elections regardless of their outcome 

and refrain from interfering with, and making unlawful political pronouncements 

on political and electoral matters.  

 

If the inclusive government and SADC, as the guarantors of the Global Political 

Agreement (GPA) are serious about promoting the holding of free and fair elections 

in Zimbabwe, military personnel should be controlled so that they do not continue 

being a stumbling block to democratic consolidation.  
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Will anything come out of the SA ruling?  

North Gauteng High Court Judge, Hans Fabricius on Tuesday 8 May 2012 ruled 

that South Africa must investigate Zimbabwean officials over allegations they tor-

tured pro- democracy activists in 2008. Responding to the landmark ruling, the 

Executive Director of Southern Africa Litigation C (SALC)said, „This judgment will 

send a shiver down the spines of Zimbabwean officials who believed that they 

would never be held to account for their crimes but now face investigation by the 

South African authorities.‟ The court named 17 Zimbabwean officials whom they 

want arrested and prosecuted. 

 

ZIMRIGHTS National Director and Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition Chairperson, Mr 

Okay Machisa in an alert from the grassroots organisation said,  

 

“We welcome this development and human rights defenders are going to 

work hand in hand with the National Prosecuting Authority and Police in 

South Africa to ensure that it ceases to be a ‘usual’ way of life for perpe-

trators travelling to South Africa scot free when back home victims have 

not seen justice. These perpetrators must be arrested!” 

 

Mr Dewa Mavhinga, the Regional Coordinator for Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition also 

noted that: 

 

“The landmark SA judgment comes at a critical time when Zimbabwe is 

preparing for elections and we expect that it will be a deterrent to over-

zealous party supporters who may wish to commit political violence. Also, 

all those implicated in political violence and other serious human rights 

abuses will have to think twice before setting foot in South Africa and it is 

now clear that authorities in South Africa have clear obligations, under in-

ternational criminal justice norms and the Rome Statute, to investigate 

and prosecute individuals for crimes against humanity committed in Zim-

babwe.” 

 

In as much as these positive developments are welcome, the question is, Will any-

thing come out of the South African ruling? Justice and Legal Affairs Minister, Pat-

rick Chinamasa described the ruling as irrelevant saying it was a general judge-

ment without specifics. Minister Chinamasa said, 
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“The court judgement brings the SA justice system into disrepute and that 

this was part of efforts by ex-Rhodesians pushing for illegal regime 

change in Zimbabwe.” 

 

He further said the ruling was part of an agenda aimed at putting Zimbabwe in the 

spotlight ahead of a visit to Zimbabwe by the United Nations Human Rights Com-

missioner Ms Navi Pillay. 

 

This is not the first time that the Harare administration has disregarded court rul-

ings and communiqués from regional players. Last year, President Robert Mugabe 

lashed out at the SADC Organ on Politics, Defence and Security after it delivered 

its strongest rebuke at a summit held in Livingstone, calling for an end to intimi-

dation and proscription of MDC meetings. The SADC Organ said in a communiqué 

there must be an immediate end to violence, intimidation, hate speech, harass-

ment, and any other form of action that contradicts the letter and spirit of the 

GPA. The party demanded that the resolutions made on Zimbabwe be overturned, 

calling on the Summit of Southern African Development Community (SADC) lead-

ers to reverse the position. More than a year after the communiqué was issued, 

violence remains a reality in Zimbabwe‟s political environment, the public media 

continues to churn out hate speech, harassment and intimidation of pro- democra-

cy advocates is rife while ZANU PF‟s sustained disregard of the GPA is impeding 

development and democracy.  

 

ZANU-PF has shown consistency in its brazen disregard of the rule of law as noted 

also in how the Minister of State Security Didymus Mutasa said the Southern Afri-

can Development Community Tribunal of November 2008 was “daydreaming” after 

it ruled that Zimbabwe‟s land reform programme was racially discriminatory and 

violated Zimbabwe's SADC treaty obligations with regard to upholding the rule of 

law and respect for human rights. The political party disregarded and disrespected 

the judgment threatening to pull out of SADC which later resulted SADC suspend-

ing the Tribunal in 2011 by a year arguing that it was not properly constituted.  

 

It is evident that ZANU PF remains obstinate in its belief that any forward looking 

country or bloc which castigates rampant human rights abuses taking place in the 

country has a „regime change agenda‟ and is „an agent of imperialism‟. The politi-

cal party banks on anarchy and the use of unorthodox means such as violence, in-

timidation and torture to remain in power. For victims of torture whose faith in the 

partisan judicial system has waned, regional and international justice systems are 

the only solution to fair trial and possible reparation.  
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Zimbabweans are pinning their hopes on the SADC facilitation process which they 

believe is the only organ that will remove them from the dungeons of repression and 

trampling of human rights. SADC and the international community must ignore Zanu 

PF‟s hopeless attempts to distract them from the real issues which include the com-

pletion of the elections roadmap, full implementation of the Global Political Agree-

ment (GPA), a return to the rule of law, respect for property rights and many other 

tenets of democracy. 
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CRISIS COALITION HOLDS MEETING IN MUTARE 

On Saturday the 5th of May 2012 about five hundred people gathered at Mangato 

Shopping centre in Ward 28 Mutare to attend a „Meet the people forum‟ held by 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition where Honorable Shuah Mudiwa, legislator for Mutare 

West Constituency addressed the crowd. Speaking during the community meeting 

Honorable Mudiwa gave feedback on the Constitution making process and the bills 

currently before Parliament such as Human Rights, Electoral and other Parliamen-

tary issues.  

Participants quizzed the legislator on the progress of the Constitution Making Pro-

cess and requested better understanding of the Bills which were tabled in Parlia-

ment. Additionally, participants at the meeting told Honorable Mudiwa that they 

wanted regular updates on the progress of the Constitution making process as 

they were frequently left out in such crucial national processes and needed clarifi-

cation on the recent speculation that ZANU PF had threatened to pull out of the 

process. The coming out of the proposed Draft Constitution has sparked lots of 

anxiety among most Zimbabweans as they are eager to know if their views were 

captured.  
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ZVORWADZA JUDGEMENT POSTPONED 

The Mbare Magistrate‟s court failed to bring finality to the trial of Stan Zvorwadza, 

Restoration of Human Rights (ROHR) Zimbabwe Spokesperson who is charged un-
der Section 186 of the Criminal Law Codification and Reform Act with threatening 

to commit murder and undermining state authority. The judgment was postponed 
to the 11th of May 2012.  

 
According to Mbare Magistrate, Victoria Mashamba the judgement was postponed 

because Mashamba had not yet read through the closing submissions from both 
the Prosecution and Defense.  

 
Equality before the law has become a myth in Zimbabwe‟s judiciary system as the 

system is used to persecute opponents of ZANU PF. Stan Zvorwadza‟s trial has 

been postponed several times under unclear circumstances. The Glenview 29 who 

are accused of murdering a police officer in Glenview have been in remand for 

several months with Justice Chinembiri Bhunu postponing indefinitely, judgment 

on their bail application. This is despite that the six police officers who butchered 

Shamva mine worker Luxmore Chivambo were granted a meager US$ 50 bail 25 

days after their arrests by the courts. This however goes on to show that selective 

application of the law in Zimbabwe is rife. It is now time for the judicial system in 

Zimbabwe to become professional and safeguard the right of all citizens to fair tri-

al regardless of their political affiliation.  
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